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s by your favour, Sir I had a view 
41 of the following ſheets in manu- 
Arpt. ſo tis but common juſtice to inform 
the Publick, that to your Benevolence they 
dye the pleaſure of peruſing them from the 
Preſs. And I own it gave me no ſmall 
ſatisfaction that you fo readily. 'concurr'd in 
my opinion, that the good ſenſe, modera- 
tion and judgment, with which the author 
has deliver d his Thoughts on this criticat 
and perplexing ſubject, juſtly intitled hem 
to a more publiek view; as a means to 
render them more extenſively uſeful. W 
Mr. E's manner is much like Mr. Locle S's 
from whom he ſeems chiefly to have form'd 
| his ſentiments on theſe matters: and, like 
| him; treats them with a perſpicuity and pre- 
cifion;; not commonly found even among 
thoſe whoſe function calls them to make 
the ſacred writings their peculiar ſtudy. But 
_ hich, however, is no more than what might 
well be expected from the ingenious Au- 
_ ther of the C un- us on Cat n. 
"i But 


3 


Ty 46 Fo oh 
But what ſtruck me moſt, was, to find this 
ſpirited Writer, who is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſh'd 
for his Skill in the Belles Lettres, enter ſo 
deep into the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures; 
and that with the true temper they inſpire: 
inveſtigating the genuine ſenſe of the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, with the ſame aſſiduity and pe- 
netration he did that of Shakeſpear : and at 
the ſame time, tempering all the acumen _ 


of the Critic with the candor of the Chriſ- 


tian. 


The Publick, Sir, may depend upon this 


as a faithful Copy of the Manuſcript you 


put into my hand; which appear'd to me 


to have all the marks of authenticity. I 
have not made the leaſt alteration in the 


Author's language; excepting one expreſſion 
or two, which, I am confident, had he revis'd 
this piece for the preſs, he would have al- 
ter'd himſelf. | 

That all Chriſtians would think of this 
ſubject 1 in the ſame way, and talk and write 
of it with the ſame ſpirit (when they | 
think, talk or write of it at all) is a vain 
Wiſh : and that the peruſal of this Pam- _ 
phlet may open the eyes of thoſe, whoſe 


; thoughts and diſcourſes on the Doctrine here 


diſcuſs d, are manifeſtly injurious to the 
TK Divine, 


Divine „ 21 repugnant to the 
general tenor of Scripture, is a no leſs fruit- 
leſs Hope: for Education and a Habit of 
thinking only in one way, and viewing the 
ſacred Texts only in one light, naturally fix 
men inflexibly in their opinions ; as a tree 
contracts an invincible obliquity, by con- 
tinuing in the wrong bent it receiv'd at firſt, 
But that it may prove a ſeaſonable caution 
and guard to thoſe who have not yet re- 
ceiv'd, but are in danger of receiving, the 
ſame unhappy Bias ; and prevent them from 
inadvertently imbibin g notions, that are at 
once dangerous to their Souls, diſhonour- 
able to GOD, and detrimental to Religion, 
is I preſume, Sir, your ſole view in favour- 
ing this publication. This is what, by the 
Divine Bleſſin g, may be reaſonably hop'd : 

and therefore is the fincere and carneſt 
| ny of: - 
Dear 81 R 


Nur obliged and 
i very humble Servant, 
1M 


To Me, i. We. 


wy; dear Friend, IO Bhs © 


Take the Liberty to end you 1 few 
ſheets, on a ſubject we have now and 
then had ſome converſation - upon. They 
contain the beſt judgment I can form of the 
matter, after a ſerious conſideration and gx4 
amining, as well as I. am able, into the 
Scriptures: concerning it. If they Mould 
happen to give you ariy light into this in- 
tricate Queſtion, I ſhall be exceeding gldds 
but if, (as different, perſons ſee the {ane 
things in a different light, and every one is 
to judge for himſelf) you ſhould find reaſon 
to differ from me, 1 depend upon your good - 
neſs to excuſe this Liberty, and to beliee 
me with the ſincereſt regard; 


Dear STR, 


Tour moſt alſectionate 
Jan. 18, 1753- 3 
WR, and obliged 


— * 


T. E. 


5 1 1s impoſile but that Beh 
Hwy and | ape creatures 


2 when v we diſcourſe e me- 
Ir AB Att ibutes of 
that great, that e . Go, 
whom the wiſdom of no created Being can. 
Jad out unto perfection. ö 
- This reflection ſhould: make us alas: 
and modeſt in our inquiries into ſuch ſub- 
jects, and contented though there be ſome 
things: that occur in-the proſecution of wenn | 
which we cannot fully comprehend: 
In all our reſearches into religious mat- 
ters, we ſhould pray for Go p's aſſiſtance, 
| and take the holy ſcriptures for our guide, 
B and 


020 


and interpret the difficult paſſages by thoſe 
that are clear, and by that Reaſon which i 18 


the "OR of the, Lord 1 ighted WP. in our 


fouls. 88 
Scripture muſt be our rule; if we are chrif. 


-tians; and Reaſon muſt interpret Scripture, 


if we are Proteſtants. By this we muſt 


judge, if we will judge at all; if not, we 


have indeed need of an infallible Judge; 
and ſhould renounce our profeflion of the 


| Proteſtant religion, and go back to Tran- 


RS and all the abſurdities of Po- 


—— 2 
1 \ 1 
+> + ped of bu 
{ what 3 8 5 g 3 

: 4 * ”, 


"But in forming; our zaagm we m t 


take care to make both the word and attri⸗ 


butes of Gop conſiſtent with themſclves, as 


all truth is, and to adopt no notions, though 
ſeemingly ſapported by ſcripture, which are 
evidently repugnant to the moral attributes 


of Go, or to the e of: Reaſon. 


: L-have often TT the 3 


of that cuſtom of dividing the ſcriptures in- 


to ſuch a number of little verſes: a method 


taken with no other bock, that I know of; 
in the world. By this qur attention to the 
connexion of the context is broke, and we 


are 4ecaſtons d, Bogus in a manner taught, 
Bine THO l 121 . SA n . to 


ae 


to look upon theſe frat TP of f ſedp- 5 
ture, as ſo many independent Propoſitions 
or .apophthegms ; which many times ob- 
cures the ſenſe of them, and leads ſome 
people to conceive they have prov'd-opinions 
by them, which are very wide from, if not 
contrary to, their true meaning. 
In conſidering the queſtion before us, I 

Mall take the method hinted at above; 
comparing ſcripture with ſcripture, and the 
doctrines drawn from any part of holy writ 
with the undeniable attributes of the ſupreme 
Being: and I think we may be certain, 
that whatever opinions make one part of the 
ſcriptures of truth contradict another, or 
any part of them claſh with the Divine . 
* eannot be true. 


The Dogtrine of Eleckion and Reprobation 
has formerly moſt ſadly divided the chriſ- 
tian church; and produced: tenets not leſs 
injurious to ' Almighty God, than uncom- 
fortable and hurtful to men. While ſome 
have been led to neglect Morality under a 
pretence that they are leact, and. therefore 
cannot fatally and finally ſin; others, tho 
much honeſter and ſincęrer chriſtians; have 
been driven to deſpair, becauſe they did 
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F 4: 
not find in themſelves thoſe marks of Elec- 
tion, which not God, but weak and deſign- 


ing men had taught them were neceflary 


to prove their being in a ſtate of ſalvation. ' 
The ſeverer ſort of Calvinifts, I think 


hold, that God from all eternity has, arbi- 


trarily and merely of his own good will and 


pleaſure, choſen ſome few out of the whole 


race of mankind to be heirs of ſalvation 3 


and abſolutely: reprobated the reſt, and con- 


ſigned: them over to a remedileſs ſtate of 
eternal perdition.— A doctrine: ſo ſhocking 


to human nature, ſo incompatible with all 


the notions of a Deity, which we have ei- 
ther by natural reaſon or revelation,” that it 


1s impoſſible to be true 


By our natural reaſon, we are not more 
certain that there is a Gop, than that Juſ. 
tice, Truth, Goodneſs, Mercy and Com- 
paſſion are his neceſſary attributes; and by 


Revelation we are in numberleſs n af 


ſured of this great truth. 7 

We are told that the God of all the earth 
will do right, Gen. xviii. 25. As I live, ſaith 
the Lord, I baue no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live; turn ye, turn ye, for why 
will ye die O houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. xxXiit. 1 1. 
e er LEED oy 09 We 


0 


4 


We are told, chat be is good 70 all, and bis 


tender mercies are over all his works, Pſ. exlv. 

that he would have all men to be Javed 
and. come to the knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. 
ii. 4. that be is not willing that any ſhould 
gert. but that all men JO come 40 "—_ 
tance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
2 Now, all our natural notions of God are 
vain, and (with reverence be it ſpoken) theſe 
are falſe and fallacious aſſurances, if at the 
ſame time Gop has arbitrarily and irreyoca- 
bly ſealed up much the greateſt part of 
mankind to eternal damnation, which they 
cannot poſſibly, by any thing they can do, 


avoid. And therefore whatever paſſages of 


ſcripture may ſeem to teach this doctrine, 


muſt neceſſarily be underſtood, and ought 
to be interpreted, ſo as to be conſiſtent 6, 4 | 
the clearer. parts of ** and with our 


natural notions of God, 


'T he 8 opinion is, that Gop bes r 


abſolutely reprobated any, but that he has 


nevertheleſs arbitrarily and of his own free 
will choſen ſome from eternity * = 
has predeſtinated to be ſaved. ! 
Let us examine how far this notion is 
grounded c on n and how far it may 
N 4 
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(6), 
be reconciled with the Undeniable attributes | 
of Gov : for both theſe ate neceſſary th 

ve it a divine revelation. 

It muſt be acknowledg'd, that God has 
dealt very differently with the different parts 
of mankind; that he has given a greater 
ſhare both of the good things of this world 
and of the means of grace, to ſome than to 
others; but ſince all have more than they 
can juſtly claim, and of none will he re- 
quire more than he has given, evety mouth 
muſt be ſtopped, and none have any juſt 


cauſe of complaint, though he does ſee fit, 


(for wiſe reaſons, which we know nothing 
of) freely to beſtow on ſome, what he is 


not obliged to give to any. — Nor indeed 


can all mankind more reaſonably lay claim 
to the ſame ſhare of the means of Grace, 


than to the ſame ſhare of liberty, under- 
ſtanding, health, riches, and all che good 
things of this life.—It is enough for us, that 
God Has wiſe reaſons for what he does, that 
he will not deal hardly with any, and that 
at the great day he will juſtify the diſpen- 


fations of his Providence before men and 
_ ey 


Ws 


bebe 
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Before we examine the texts of ſcript ture 


on this ſubject, 1 beg leave to obſerve that 


the moſt difficult paſlages : are in the E] piſ- 
tles, ef] pecially St. Paul's, in which (as 44 


Peter in his time. faid) there. .are many things 


hard to be underſtood, 251 ch, they that are 
unlearned and unſtable, wrefh, « as.they do alſo 
the other ſeri ptures, unto their 0wn defiraion, 
2 Pet. iii. 16. eee 
Now, if there were  Jiffieutrics at that 
time, when the occaſions of their being S Writ= 
ten was freſh in peoples minds, and the 
language in which they were written was 
the current language, how. many more and 
how much greater muſt there be to us, 
when the language has been ſo long dead, 
the . preciſe ſignification of ſeveral of the 
terms loſt, and the occalions' of his writing 


are unknown? We ſhould' therefore be very 


cautious how we ground any doctrine of 
importance on a few of theſe difficult texts, 
if it be not ſupported by other clearer, Parts 


of ſeripture. But to proceed. 


Pointing before hand-. 


L Predeflinating means We or ab- 


"Ti . * 


Election, tho it is riow 4 term of art, yet 
ſignifies merely. chooſing, — — Elefting and 


choofing- are the fame ont g; and the Word 


| in 
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| in the original i is the ſame; therefore where- 


or their making a profeſſion of the chriſtian. 


(&) 3 


. 


evet. we. meet with Ather of theſe words 


| we ſhould affix one and the ſame Idea to 


them. And, where any are ſaid to be call- 
ed, it ſignifies either their being invited to, 
religion. Now I think it will : appear, HA 
Fi, That where theſe terms are uſed in 


E ſcripture they generally mean, chooſing or 


appointing to ſome office, or outward” Privi- 
Tedge or advantage, and not a 5 
ment to eternal happineſs or miſery. 

Thus in the addreſſes of the Epiſtles : 5. 
St. Paul ſays to the Romans, ch. i. ver. 6, 7. 
they are the called of Teſus cui. called 
to be ſaints. RS 

80 1 Cor. i. 2. Paul 3 Church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
ſandt iſied i in Te eſus Chrift, called ; to be ſai nts, 
&c.—This addreſs is to the whole church. 
But they were far from being holy in prac- 
tice, tho they were ſo by profeſſion : : there. 
were ſcandalous. diſorders amongſt them 
with reſpect᷑ to their public worſhip; which 
are reproved, ch. xiy. particularly. in their 
celebrating the Lord's Supper: and ſuch. 
fornication as, St. Paul ſays, was not h much 
as named among the Gentiles, ch. v. 1, 


i > 


80 


CPF | 
So St. Peter directs his firſt general Epiſ- 
tle, to the firangers ſcattered throughout Pon- 
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia and Bithynia, 
ELECT according to the knowledge of the Fa- 
ther, &c. ch. i. 1, 2. He tells them that 
they were a CHOSEN or elected generation, 2 
royal priefthood, ch. ii. — 9. and ſays, the 
church which is in Babylon ELECTED together 
with them, ſaluteth them, ch. v. 13. Not 
that we can ſuppoſe, that all the perſons 
who compoſed the numerous churches ſcat- 
tered through the Roman Provinces, and- 
that at Rome (or Babylon, as it is there call - 
ed) were ſo elected that they could not fall 
ſhort of ſalvation ; but that they were called 
or choſen to the profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
which ſome of them made in OY and 
others „ 
And it will be man to give the 
fame latitude of interpretation to the like 
ſort of expreſſions in other places, e. g. 
2 John 1. The Elder unto the KLR Lady. 
Jude 1. Jude the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt. 
to them that are Janiified by God the Fa- 
ther, and preſerved in Teſus Chrift, and 
ALLIED. Which text ſeems rather to be 
a deſcription of what chriſtians profeſs, and 
ought to be, than an aſſertion that all to 
5 + whom 
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whom he directed that general epiſtle were 


really ſuch.— The churches were then, are 
now, and will be to the end of the world, 
according to our Saviour's prophetical para- 
ble, like a net caſt into the ſea; which ga- 


r:thereth fiſhes of every kind promiſcuouſlſy. 


And it-is not till the end of the world that 


they ſhall be ſeparated the good from the bad, 


Mat. xii. 47. And therefore when the 
terms Sancti cation, Election, and the like, 
are applied to churches ſo conſtituted, it is 
manifeſt they muſt not be underſtood in an 
abſolute, but in a qualified ſenſe. It is very 
remarkable that the Jews are called by our 
Saviour the children of the kingdom, Mat. viii. 


12. in the very ſame text where he declares 
they ſhall be caft out into outer darkneſs. 


The twelve Diſciples are ſaid to be choſer: 


or elected, John vi. 70. Which I ſuppoſe 


means an election to the Apoſtleſhip, and has 
no reference to their eternal ſtate; ſince 
Judas was in the number of theſe elect. 
Have not I choſen you twekve ? and one of you 
is 4 (dibonog) falſe accuſer or traitor. 

He is alſo reckon'd among thoſe whom 
God had given to our Savior. And there- 


fore neither doth this giving denote any ap- 


pointment to ſalvation: for he was never- 
theleſs 


(212) 

theleſs a ſon of perdition. John vii. 12, 
Thoſe that thou haſt given me have I kept, 
and none of them is loſt but the ſon of perdi- 
tion. And that by being 4% is not here 
meant their eternal damnation, though that 
was juſtly the conſequence of Fudas's crime, 
feems evident from our Savior's own appli- 
cation of theſe words, John xviii. 8, 9. If 
therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way; 
that the ſaying might be fulfilled which be 
ſpake, of them wb! cy thou gavelt me I have 
loft none. 

When our Lord fays of St. Paul, he is a 
| choſen or elected veſſel, he declares at the 
ſame time what that election was to. Acts 
ix. 15, he is a choſen veſſel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Iſrael. And Ananias tells him, the 
God of our fathers has chosEN thee, that thou 
Jouldeſt know his will, and ſee that juſt one, 
and fhouldeft hear the voice of bis mouth; for 
thou ſhall be his wwitnefs unto all men, of dar 
thou haſt ſeen and heard, Acts xxii. 14, 15. 
The like account St. Paul gives of this mat- 
ter, ch. xxvi. 16. 

The ſame word is uſed with reference to 

a ſucceſſor to Judas. Acts i. 24, 2 5. Shew 
\ gh of theſe two thay haſt CHOSEN, that 
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(12) 

he may take part of this muiſiry and apoſtle= 
ſhip, How which Judas by tranſgreſſion fell. 

That paſſage in the cloſe of the parable 
of the vineyard. Matt. xx. 1. &c. For many 
are called, but few are choſen, is by the beſt 
interpreters reckon'd to be a proverbial ſay- 
ing, common among the Jews, and taken 
from the manner of raiſing an army, where 
all who were fit to carry arms were called 
or ſummoned, and but few of them com- 
paratively ſelected or choſen for the expe- 
dition; and from the ſcope of the parable 
the ſenſe ſeems to be, that few of thoſe who 
believe are N of an eee re- 
ward. 

3 I think we may affirmn chat 
whenever the terins prede finated, called, 


elected or choſen are uſed in ſc ripture con- 


cerning particular perſons, they never ſignify 


ſuch a determination, calling or choofing, the 


effect of which does not depend upon the 
good or bad actions of the perſons ſaid to 
be predeſtinated, called or choſen, 

All thoſe paſſages in the viiith and ixth 
chapters of the epiſtle to the Romans, which 


have ſometimes greatly perplexed the minds 
of well-meaning perſons, if we attend to the 


Context t and the 008 of the apoſtle s argu- 


ment, 


(13) 

ment, are plainly written, not concerning 
God's chooſing ſome particular perſons to 
ſalvation, and rejecting others from it, how- 
ever they have been miſapplied to that 
ſenſe; but concerning his rejecting the na- 
tion of the Jews, and receiving in the Gen- 
tiles to be partakers of the benefits of the 
Goſpel: and the Elect there ſpoken of are 
the whole chriſtian church, whereof all ne- 
vertheleſs do not attain unto ſalvation ; and 
the reprobate there mention'd, are the whole 
nation of the unbelieving Jews, whereof all 
nevertheleſs were not finally caſt off ®, 

If this matter were well confider'd in 
reality St. Paul's Epiſtles, particularly this 
to the Romans, it would help to clear a great 
many difficult paſſages.— But as to particu- 
lar perſons; St. Paul himſelf, who was ſepa- 


rated by GO D. from his mother s womb, and ” 


called by his grace, Gal. i. 15. yet tells us, 
T keep under my body and bring it in ſubjec- 
tion; leſt by any means when I have preached 
to others, T myſelf 17 become a FO, 

rCor-x-by, > 
He exhorts Timothy, geg Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal li fe, 
whereunto a N thou art called, L Tim. vi. 12. 
| And 


* Vid, 1 in loc. 
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(14) 

And St. Peter exhorts all chriſtians to 
give diligence to make their calling and elec- 
tion ſure, 2 Peter i. 10,—So we are directed 
Phil. ii. 12, however we are called or elected, 


0 work out bur own ſalvation wi to "kh and 


trembling. 

The firſt offers of ſalvation by Chriſt 
were made to the Jews: they were the firſt 
called, but few of them in compariſon: would 
obey the Call. He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not, John i. 11.—How 
paſſionately does our bleſſed Lord lament 


over that obſtinate people! O Feruſalem, 
' Jeruſalem, how often would I have gathered 


thy children together, even as à ben gathereth 


Ber chickens under ber wings, and ye would 
not, Matt. xxitl. 37. 


I had occaſion to take notice before that 
Judas, who finally miſcarried, was reckon d 
among thoſe whom God had given to our 
Savior. So Acts xxvii. 24. the angel tells 
Paul, Lo! God has GivxxN thee, all them that 


Jail with thee, Vet St. Paul tells the centu- 


rion and ſoldier, ver. 31. except theſe, (the 
mariners, who fearing a wreck, were about 
to make their eſcape in the boat) except 
theſe abide in the ſhip ye cannot be ſaved. 
an I think God's _— with nations or 

bodies 


648) 
bodies of people collectively, is the ſame; 
For fo St. Paul argues with the Gentile con- 

verts. Rom. xi. 22. Bebold therefore the 
goodneſs and ſeverity of God : on them that 
fell ſeverity, (meaning the unbelieving Jews) 
but towards thee (the election or converted 
Gentiles) goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
goodneſs, otherwiſe thou alſo ſpall be cut off. 

They who aſſert the opinion of abſolute 
Election and Reprobation, bring for a proof 
of it that famous text, Rom. ix. 10— 13. 
When Rebecca had concei ved by one, even by 

our father Tſaac (for the children being not yet 

born, neither having done good nor evil that 

the purpoſe of God according to election might 
fland, not of works, but of him that calletb) it 
was ſaid unto her, the elder ſhall ſerve the 
younger, as it is written, Jacob have 1 ous, 
bu Eſau have I hated. 

Now this text I apprehend is by no means 
rightly underſtood, nor properly applied, 
when brought to ſupport this doctrine. The 
words, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I 
hated, are quoted from Malachi 1. 2, 3. and 
are a paraphraſe upon the original prophecy, 
e the elder ſhall ſerve the younger.” And the 
word hated does not in this paſſage bear the 
ſignification we uſually apply it to; but 

means 


(16) 


means only a leſs degree of regard. — ag 
when Leah is ſaid] to be hated by Jacob. 


Gen. xxix. 31. it is explained in the verſe 


before, Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. 
And when our Savior fays, Luke xiv. 26. 
If any man come after me and hate not his fa- 
ther and mother, and wife and children, and 


brethren and fiſters, yea and his own 27 alſo, 


be cannot be my diſciple, no body ever doubt- 


ed but he meant, that we ſhould give 


theſe only a ſecondary regard: for it is 


our unqueſtionable duty to honor our pa- 


rents, to love our wives, children, brethren 
and fiſters; and 70 man, the apoſtle _ 


ever yet hated his own fleſh. 


Nor did this prophecy reſpect the wakes 


of Jacob and Eſau, but their poſterity, at a 
great diſtance of time. For in them it was 


far from being fulfilled, ſince Eſau was a 
powerful prince, as times then were, while 
his Brother was only a ſhepherd. for hire, 
under a hard maſter. And Efau's family 
were poſſeſſed of ample dominions, long be- 
fore that of Jacob had a foot of land wy 
could call their wn. 

Beſides, this predeſtination or ad 
plainly relates to temporal proſperity and 
dominion only— And the Lord ſaid unto her, 
7Ww0 
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( 17 1 | 
two nations are in thy womb, and two manner 
of people hall be ſeparated from thy boaels, 
aud the one people ſhall be ſtronger than the 
other people, and the elder ſhall ſerve the youn- 


— TO TAROT Sans 0g 


a ger. This 1 is the original prophecy, Gen. 


RXV. 23. and it ſhould ſeem that this do- 


minion, as to the continuance of it, was to 


depend upon the behaviour of the two peo- 
ple. When the children of Mael went to 
take poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, they 


were abſolutely forbid meddling with the 


Edomites, Deut. ii. 4, &c. Take ye. good heed 


to ourſelves, meddle not with them, for Toll 


not give you of their land, no not ſo much as a 
foot-breadth, becauſe ] have given mount Seir 
unto Eſau for a poſſeſſion. And thus, though 
they churliſhly denied the Maelites a Paſſage 
through their land, upon condition of pay- 
ing for what they had of them, and pre- 


pared to reſiſt their march with armed force, 


it was not till David's time that they were 


ſubdued by Iſrael. But they rebelled under 
Hadad, in the latter end of Solomon! rei gn, 


when he forſook the GOD of bis Father : and 
_ threw off the yoke, and recovered their li- 
berty in the reign of Jeboram the ſon of Je- 


boſhaphat, 1 Kings xi. N 5. 1 Chron. xxi. 
110. 
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( 18 ) 
God's promiſe to the poſterity of Abra- 
zam, that they ſhould poſſeſs the land of Ca- 
nuan, is made without any condition ex- 
preſſed: but we find by the ſequel, that 
there was one underſtood ; that in fact they 
did not drive out all the Canaanites, but that 
many of them were left : who while the 
Iſraelites obeyed God, were brought under 
tribute, but when they ſinned againſt him, 
prevailed over them: and that ſometimes to 
ſuch a degree, thut in the beginning of Saul's 
reign, they left them neither arms, nor ſo 
much as a ſmith in all the country to forge. 
any. According to what was foretold them, 
particularly by Jou (ch. xxili. ver. 11-13.) 
Take good heed therefore to your ſelves, that ye 
love the Lord your God; elſe if ye do in any wiſe 
go back, know of a certainty, that the Lord 
your God wt II no more drive out any of theſe 
nations from before you ; but they ſhall be ſnares 
and traps to you, and ſcourges in your figes, 
and thorns in your eyes, unti / ye periſh from off 
this good land, 1057 ch the Lord your God hath 
given you. 

The promiſe of the reſtoration of the 
Fus from the Babyloniſh captivity. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 36, ends thus: T the Lord have ſpo- 
Len it, 1 will do it—but it follows: thus ſaith 

the 


* 
the Lord God, 7 will yet be inquired of 9 th 
houſe of Iſrael, 7 1 it for them. 


If then we find in ſcripture that Gor has 
not conferred temporal proſperity, or inffict- 
ed temporal calamities, by an arbitrary un- 
conditional decree, what can induce us to 
| think that he deals with us-in that manner 
in regard to concerns of infinitely higher 
importance; our eternal ſalvation or con- 
demnation ? Certainly, whatever texts ſeem 
to ſupport that opinion muſt be miſtaken ; 
for Gop is a God of truth, and cannot con- 

tradict himſelf, or act inconſiſtently with 
his own attributes. Now he has often de- 
clared that he will render unto every man ac- 
cordi ng fo his deeds, Rom. ii. 6. that whats 
ſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap, 
Gal. vi. 7. That he 7s no reſpecter of perſons, 

but in every nation he that feareth God and 
8 worketh righteouſneſs i is accepted of him, Acts 
x, 35. that whoſoever ſhall call upon the name 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, Acts ii. 21, Rom. 
. 13. —In ſhort, . there are ſo many expreſs 
3 of this nature in the old, but 
more eſpecially ; in the new Teſtament ; and 
St. Paul takes ſo much pains to correct this 
error among the Jews, who thought them- 
D 2 felveg 


(20) 
ſelves ſo choſen that Go p would never. caſt ® 
them off; that I have often wonder'd how 
chriſtians could interpret ſome figurative and 


_ obſcure paſſages fo directly contrary to the 


general tenor of ſcripture, to the moral at- 


tributes of Goo, and to the nature of man; 
who muſt be a free agent ; otherwiſe he is 
not capable of virtue or vice, nor a proper 


ſubject of rewards and puniſhments. And 
how to reconcile the juſtice of Gop or free- 


agency of man, with an abſolute, arbitrary, 
unconditionate decree of Go p, is, I own, 


Par my comprehenſion. 
IJ will add one thing more; ſuppoſe we 


admit this Doctrine of arbitrary Election and ; 


Reprobation (which I believe muſt ſtand or 
fall together, fince thoſe who are not choſen | 
are refuſed, which is the meaning of the 
terms) what uſe can it be of, or what com- 
fort can it be to us? It is a ſecret: decree of 
Gop which we can never know but by an 


expreſs particular revelation ; for who ſhall 


ch into heaven to bring it Town tous? as 

Paul ſays on another occafion ; and 
therefor without ſuch a revelation we can 
have no knowledge 'of it, nor comfort nor 
benefit from it. And this we have no rea- | 
ſon to d expef, becauſe God has. 1 5 us in 


Nr his 
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(wr) | 
his, word rules to judge whether we ark his 
children r na. · N ve love-me (ſays our Sa- 
vior) keep my  commartdments. He that bath 
ny. commandments .and_keepeth them, le it is 
that Ioveth me; and be that Ioveth me ſball be 
loved of my. Father, . John ziv. 15 and 21. 
Thys. is my. commandment, that. ye love oue an- 
other as 4 1 loved you. Ve are my friends if 
ye.do whatſoever I command you, John xv, 12, 
14. HE that feareth God and worketh righte- 
oufneſs i 15 accepted with bim, Acts x. 3 55 and 
in Any. Scher places. | 


* get. If we rb faith mats God | 
1 and gur Lord Fe Jeſus Chriſt; if we fincerdly, 
tho” imperfectly, obey. his commandme 
and truly repent of our failings ; if we bezr 
an univerſal Charity and good-will to man- 
kind, ſhewing the effects of it on all proper 
occafions. according to our abilities; 1 if this 
be the general tenor of our lives, we need 
ſeek, "520 hidden "decrees of Gon: hid 
word, which i is,our rule; has told us that we 
are his children gur conſciences will bear 
us witneſs, (and by his favor and grace, his 
holy. Spitit will bear witneſs with them) ow 
we are the children of God. But without 
this teſtimony of our conſciences, though an 
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(44) 
angel from heaven were to affute yy, our 
ſalvation, we ought not, we canndt believe 
him. Be not deceived, ſays St. John, he that > 
hath righteouſneſs 10 even 45 be ts 
righteous. . 1 
Honeſty and integrity of beat is what 
God chiefly requires. This was the cha- 
racter of our Savior's diſciples in general; 
of Nathanael it is recorded particularly; and 
as far as we have any account of them, it 
appears to have been the diſpoſition of them 
all. This was what St. Paul appeals to in 
excuſe of his perſecution of the chriſtians, 
before his converſion. This was the cha- 
racter of the Bereans, who are faid to be 
more ingenuous or boneſt (for ſo it ſhou'd be 
render d) than thoſe in Theſſalonica ; in that 
they received the word with all readineſs of 
mind, and ſearched the ſcripture daily, whether 
thoſe things (which the Apoſtles preached) 
were ſo, Acts xvii. 11. And this ſeems to 
have been the temper of thoſe Gentiles Who 
were converted by. Paul and Barnabas, Acts 
xili. 48. where our tranſlation renders it 
| e as many as were ORDAINED 70 (it ſhould 
5 be PREPARED, DISFUSED; or fitted for) eter- 
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This is that good ground which is fit to 
receive the ſeed of the Goſpel, and which 
brings forth ſome thirty, ſome fray, and ſome 


an bundred fold. And the want of this dif-. 


poſition may perhaps be one reaſon why, as 


St. Paul ſays, not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 


not re aug br 55 not "ny: W are W 


Ia. 


To 3 we may purrle iichines 
for eyer.with the inexplicable, doctrines of 
the ſchools, concerning God's, Fore- Know- 
ledge, P redeſtination, and Free-will an im 
ployment which Milton giyes to che fallen 
ſpirits “; but this i is certain, Go is Oomni- 
ſcient, and man is a free agent... Now God, 
to whom all future things are preſent, muſt 
know how every man wil act; and there- 
fore from that fore knowledge he may pre- 
determine how he will deal by them: with- 


out his knowledge having any influence up- 


on their actions; which muſt be free to be 
their actiens. And this. 1 think will ſolve 


anal if not. all the xeal difficulties we . 
1 Fa TATE < with 


8 5 . 1 75 K. 4 1 


In thoughts more elevate, and realon's 24h: 2 
Of Providence, Fore-knowledge, Will and Fate, 
© Fixt Fate, Free-will, F ore-knowledge abſolute, 
But found no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt,” | 


PL Par, loſt, B. ü. J. 557. 


[ 
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5 „ 
with in ſcripture relating to this ſubject; 
provided that the ſenſe of ſcri * be ri _ 
ly underſtood. | 


The Fe 18 this : : Gop, as wk 620 beser, 


is wiſe, and juſt, and good; and man is free. 


He has ſet before us life and death, good 


and evil, and left us (not without the aſſiſt- 


ance of his holy Spirit where the heart is fit 
to receive it) in the hands of our own coun- 


ſel; we may chooſe the evil and refuſe the 
good; but if we do, our deſtruction is of 


ourſelves, and God is free. For if he doth 


not afMli willingly, nor grieve the children 


of men, how much leſs will he arbitrarily 
conſign over any of them to remedileſs and 


endleſs perdition? Theſe things we are ſure 


of; this is enough for us to know, in order 


to direct us in our behaviour here; perhaps 


as much as we can know in this imperfect 
ſtate, where we ſee as through a glaſs darkly. 

Let us therefore keep to theſe things which 
are plain from' ſcripture and reaſon, and not 


ſuffer the inventions of men, who would be 
wiſe above what is written, to unſettle us 


from thoſe principles, which if we once 
give up, we have no certain criterion of 


truth and falſchood : For if the word of 


_ God, 


75 0 \ 


God, with the light of our own reaſon, and $0, 
the aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, which he 
has promiſed to thoſe who aſk it, be not 
ſufficient to direct us, there is, there can be 
no other help or guide; we muſt float for 
ever in uncertainties, the ſport of every 
wind of doftrine that blows upon us; and 
_ our religion cannot be WORRY: of reaſonable 
creatures. 


And if f after all, there be (as there neceſ- 

ſarily muſt be) ſome difficulties, let us hum- 
tho wait till the day of knowledge comes ; 
and in the mean time, take care to do the 
Will of God, and then we ſhall, in all things 
neceſſary at leaſt, know of the doctrine whe- 
err it be Him. 1 


* John vii. 17. 
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